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“l love math. It's
not just something | do to
get a paycheck. | would
do it for free.”
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Math, Holtywood Style

Jonathan Farley wears many hats as a mathematician. He
does research and has taught at universities around the
world. He also co-founded a company that helps keep
Hollywood scripts honest . .. at least their math! In an
episode of the TV show Medium, the main character hears
the voice of a mathematician talking about complex math.

odd perfect number.“No one knows if there is one or if
there isn’'t one,” Jonathan says. “And every mathematician

A mathematician . . .

solves problems using numbers,
symbols, equations, theories, techniques,
and logical reasoning. Jonathan tries to
answer unsolved problems and gives
math advice to TV and film producers.
Other mathematicians

O use measurements and statistics to
study environmental problems such
as air and water pollution.

O calculate flight plans for airplanes and
spacecraft.

O find ways to secure secret information
for companies or for the government.

Movie Math

In 1978, the average price of a
movie ticket was $2.34! By 2008, it

calculations with a classmate.

A Penny Saved ls a Penmny eamed

Jonathan uses diagrams to solve
problems that have been mysteries
for decades. Follow Jonathan’s lead
and solve this mystery.

The diameter of a penny is 1.9
centimeters. How many pennies
would it take to line them up from
wall to wall on a school gym floor
that is 15 meters wide? How
much money does that
equal? Once you've
figured it out with
pennies, try it again
with quarters.

The Winning Formulas

Check out your answers on page 36.
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in the world would love to know the answer”
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