Nashvifie Eye

Remnants of the Confederacy
glorifying a time of tyranny

By HONATHAN DAVID FARLEY

A frimnd of mine teld me thar,
whenever he drives by the
statue of Civil War peneral
Mathan Forrest on Interstate 25,
he always zalutes it, With his
middle fnger,

Mathan Forrest, as yﬂull
tetzall, is the Confederate “her
wha founded the Ku Khix Eﬂan_

Today, 137 years after the last
shot was fired o the Civil War,
the enemy regroups. Umier
pressure fom students, 'V
derbilt University dropped the
word “Contederate™ from the
name  of its “Confederate
Memorial Hall” The United
Daughters of the Confederacy
(UZ), which contributed
30000 towards the construc-
tion of the buliding, prﬂm ely
sted Vanderbilt to
money back.

Just who are the Daughters of
the Confederacy?® In 1931, tash-
ville Chapber Mo, 1 ™wobed bo see
that the last meeting place of the
Ko Klux Klan in Nastville .
[was] suitably marked " In 1944
and H6a, the UTC's minutes
record thelr opposition to inte-
gration.  More recently, a
Murfressboro woman. whose
farnily belomps to the UDC

©OWTOre me o 53y that Mardn

Luther King's “ooly comribu-
tion [was] 1o stic up mere prefu-
dice and being kifled.”

Lest we forpet, the Confeder-
acy airned to destoy the United
States. Every Confederare dol-
dier, b the mores ufhﬁa@Fe
ours, deserved not a hallowed
resing place at the end of his

davs bur a reservation at the end
of the gallows. The UDC honors
braitars.

“But the war was not about
slovery,” they whme. "It was
about states’ cghes™ But the
*right” Confederates sought to
defend was the rght to murder,
AfP:c apd torture millions of

icans, with impunity.

Here is bow one slave owner
exercised his “rights™ “Through
a period of four months, includ-
ing the lawer stages of preg-
mancy, delivery, and recent
recovery therefrom ... he beat
[his -slave] with chibs, icon
chaing and other deadly
wrapons dme after fime, barnt
ber, inflicted stripes over and
often, with scourges.”

The Confederacy’s awn vice
president, Alexander Stephens,
daclared that the Confederacy
“rests upon the greac math that
the negro is oot the egual of the
white man, thar slavery — the
subordination 1o the superior
race — is his nanaral and normal
condition”

Today's Confederares. who
deny that the war was about

-slavery, are the new holocaust

FEVISIOISES,

Black Ameticans and white
Eurcpeans object to the statue
of altth eenmury Hitler standing
in public view off an interstace
highway. It and the Confederare
flaws surrounding it represent
nothing less than a death threat
ggaingt scores of millions of
people of color. Thar monu-
ment mlst g0. Mot only because
it's racist and violent but alsq

because it's fust plain ughy.

The s i oot black vs
white.

The mostly white Green
Parte of the United Scates bas
tssued a staterment SUpRCTHNg
Vanderbilr's decision. Southemn-
ers Black and white recold with
disgust when the LDC ciaims
that i alone rapresents "South-
eIn heritage.”

Here in Nashville, there are
plans to investizare the sowce
of the UDCs fumds IF
researchers can toace themn back
tp slavery, they will demand
that repacations be paid to the
true children of the Confeder-
acy — the descendants of the
slaves — before one cent is paid
by Vanderbilt back to the UDC.

Indeed, the mxc problems
that wrack Amenca to this day
are due larpeby ro the facr chat
the Confederacy was not thor-

v desreoyed. 5 leaders

soliliers executed and their -

lands given to the lindless freed
slaves.

The Daughrers of the Confed-
ETACY 23V We [Must remember
thetr dead Aad 1 agree Ler us
remember the croelty indlicted
upon helpless women and chil-
dren by cowards masqueradimg
as civilized men

The tyranny and evil they vis-
ited upon tnillions must never
bie forgorten. B
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